Whispering Lake Grove, ADF

Proudly Presents

Samhain 
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Celebrate the New Year & Reflect Upon the Old!

 Sunday, October 29, 2017
6:00PM
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Grove Attunement (Nathan)
Close your eyes and breathe deeply…listen to your breath…feel the cool, crisp fall air as you breath it in…your body warms this air….feel the warm air leave your body as you breath out…listen to the sound of your breath…(pause as participants focus on their breath for a count of 10)
Feel your heart beat within your chest…feel it pump your life force through your veins…listen to each beat as it carries with it the memory of those of your line that have gone before you…The blood that flows through you carries a part of them …listen to the beating of your heart (pause as participants focus on their heartbeat for a count of 10)
Breath and blood…fill the Living…Breath and blood…leave the dying…Breath and blood determines life and death.  

Join hand with the persons next to you…listen once more to your breath and your beating heart…hear the breath of those around you…  Feel the pulse within the hands you join, one with another this night…

While breath and blood, now separate us from those who have died.  From those we have loved… and love still.  From those we grieve for and whose presence we greatly miss…, we remain connected…for the Living and Dead, possess a Spirit, a soul, a Power that connects us not only to each other, but to the Earth below us, the Sky that stretches overhead and to the waters that surround us.  This Spirit connects us to the beings that dwell within this Middle realm, to the beings that dwell within the Underworld and those of the Heavens. For our Spirits transcend time and place.  
As we open our eyes, let us remember the events of the past, stand firm within the present and look forward to all that the future holds together.
Grove Patron Invocation (Morrighan)
Rider of the Maned Waves 

Protect Us from the Storms

Guardian of the Crossroads

Guide Us from All Harm

Magician of the Shoreline

Bless Us With Your Might

Mist Weaver, Walk With Us this Night!

Manannan Mac Lir, accept our offering!

An offering of alcohol is made.

All: Manannan Mac Lir, accept our offering!
Procession & Purification
All participants will be censed and asperged as they enter the Nemeton Maggie the Weaver & Alicia to cense and asperge.
Processional Chant

Burn fire, burn bright

True wisdom come to me

Guide my path tonight with your strength and light.
Once all have entered the Nemeton the Druids Mist will be created and all will be led to reflect upon the old year as its light dwindles by Carrion. 
Musical Signal- A Thor’s Hammer strikes the anvil 9 times. 
(Carrion) Striking the Anvil 3 times. 
I am Urd recorder of all that has come to pass. 
(Maggie the Baker) Striking the Anvil 3 times. 
I am Verdandi shaper of all that is becoming. 
(Amber) Striking the Anvil 3 times. 

I am Skuld weaver of all that will be.

Enters Maleficent!
Honoring the Earth Mother (Jaeme)
In Life we are sustained and supported by your abundance. 

In Death our breath, blood and bones return to you.

Through you all things that die may be reborn…. 

Dark Mother of the Deep; Great Keeper of Potential…
You cradle our Ancestors, preserve their memory and renew the lives of your children. 
Know that we remember and honor your gifts!
As the life of the old year slips away and we descend into darkness…
Lend us your strength and ancient wisdom.
Cradle us in your loving arms that we will be protected.
Grant us the power of transformation in this season of change.
Earth Mother, accept our offering!

An offering of bread is made.

All: Earth Mother, accept our offering! 
Honoring the Sky Father (Carrion)
Sky Father, accept our offering!

An offering of incense is made.

All: Sky Father, accept our offering! 
Invocation to Inspiration (Maggie the Weaver)
Listen to the words whispered upon the wind
Listen to the songs that transcend time and place

Listen to the wisdom of the ages and remember…

Let their deeds, their lessons and their lore fill your minds.
Let their voices arise upon the fires of our hearts and resound within our memory.

Let their wisdom be heard and remembered.

Ancient Ones inspire our work.

Beloved Dead lend eloquence to our words
Ancestors may we walk with your wisdom!
Beings of Inspiration, accept our offering!

An offering of honey is made.

All: Beings of Inspiration, accept our offering!

(Maggie the Baker)
In the beginning and so too in the end; there was but the fires of the Sky and the waters of the Earth and between them a vast emptiness. Now, within the vast emptiness the illuminating power of the heavens and the creative potential of the Earth converged. The fires of the Sky ignited the waters of the Earth and new life began to stir. Through the union of fire and water came forth the worlds, the realms and the Mighty Kindred, nine holy things, which would create all others.
Enters Maleficent!
Affirmation of Unity (Carrion)
Let us now raise our voice as one people.

In song 

Cauldron of changes; blossom of bone

Arch of infinity; hole in the stone.

Repeat chant 3 times
To Land, Sea & Sky (Carrion)
The waters support and surround us.
From the Underworld below,

Sacred waters flow within this well.

Offering of silver is made to the well.

The land extends about us.

Within the Middleworld, 

Sacred tree grow within this place.

Offering of water from the well and incense is made.

The sky stretches above us.

From the Heavens above, 

Sacred spark burn within this fire.

Offering of incense is made to the fire.

All:
Let us pray with a good fire.
May all the Kindred bless us.

May our worship be true.

May our actions be just.

May our love be pure.

Blessings and honor and worship to the holy ones.

Land, Sea & Sky Text by Ceisiwr Serith, modified by Raven & Carrion Mann.

Purpose and Precedent (Amber)

Tonight we gather between the Earth and Sky. 

To worship and honor the Kindred as one people. 

To sing their praise and make our sacrifice. 

As we seek their blessings in return. 

We gather this night in celebration of the turning wheel. 

Enjoying the final fruits of the harvest. 

Tonight we celebrate life, death and rebirth, 

As we remember those who have walked before us. 

We gather this night at the crossroads. 

In celebration of the Feast of Samhain. 

Enjoying the company of friends and family. 

As we remember the ways of old. 

While we welcome the new year before us!
May all who gather this night be welcome among us!
Enters Maleficent!
Invocation to the Gatekeeper

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1(Maggie the Baker)

Oh, Ancient Ones of Might and Magic,

We call to Eldest and Wisest of the Worlds,

We seek a Priest of the Sacred Fire… SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
To aid us in our work…
To join their magic with our own…
And open the way between the worlds.

Alcohol is offered.
Fire Priest, accept our offering!

All: Fire Priest, accept our offering! 

(Maggie the Baker)
Opening the Gates
Fire Priest; let us stand at the center of all worlds!

Sacred Fires ignite the waters of the earth.
Primal Waters, feed the order of the cosmos.
World Tree, join the heavens with the earth. 
Striking a sigil over the fire.
Let these flames carry our praise and sacrifice to the Shining Ones.
Striking a sigil over the well.
Let these waters carry our praise and sacrifice to the Mighty Dead.  Striking a sigil upon the tree.
Let this tree connect the worlds as they become one in this place.

By the land before us!
By the seas about us!
By the sky above us!
Let the Gates Be Open!
All: Let the Gates Be Open!
We now stand at the center of all worlds!
Kindred Offerings
(Carrion SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1)
Now that the world of the living and that of the spirit are one, we call out from the crossroads to the Mighty Kindred. 
All in song
Let our voices arise on the fire,

Let our voices resound in the deep,

Let the Kindred accept what we offer,

As we honor the old ways we keep.

Repeat 3x
(Maggie the Weaver)
Bird Seed is offered.

Nature Spirits, accept our offering!

All: Nature Spirits, accept our offering!
(Nathan)

Oil is offered.

Gods and Goddesses, accept our offering!

All: Gods and Goddesses, accept our offering!

Key offering
(Amber)
And now let us call, honor and welcome our Ancestors!

Invocation should include the following.
Newly Dead/Those of the Past Year

Ancestors of Blood 
Ancestors of Spirit 

Ancestors of Place 

Restless Dead 

Ancient Wise 

Food and drink is offered!
Ancestors, accept our offering!

All: Ancestors, accept our offering

Personal/Praise Offerings
(Carrion) Participants will be given an opportunity to make a toast of remembrance and light a candle for their Ancestors.
Enters Maleficent!
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The  Sacrifice
Prayer of Sacrifice (Carrion)
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Through our praise, love and sacrifice;

We honor our Ancestors as they walk among the living this night.

This night a gift calls for a gift let us keep the Ancient Bargain and make our sacrifice!
 Sacrifice  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
A slow drumbeat begins.  Other participants will take up shakers, and other instruments or participate in dancing and intoning to raise magical energy for the Beings of the Occasion.  The Seer will collect and direct the energy raised through the gates.  He/she will take an omen by drawing either Nauthiz, representing the need to continue or Gebo represent our gift for a gift and the acceptance of our sacrifice.  The assembled company will raise energy until the final sacrifice has been accepted.  The Seer will then conclude the energy raising with “Our Sacrifice has been Accepted”.  The sacred fire will be extinguished but for one candle.
(Carrion)

The Omen 
Enters Maleficent!
New Year Fire Blessing (Carrion)
I call upon the primal power of the Sky 

Let this power descend upon this fire.

Let these flames be blessed by the flames of the first fire
Joining as one with them as they light the way before us,  rekindle our new year fire and spark potential which shall bring forth life anew in the coming year.
(An offering of incense is made to the new year’s fire)

Blessing of the Waters (Amber holding pitchers)
The following words will be spoken over the pitchers.

(Maggie the Baker)

As in the ways of old we have given our gifts freely and as in the ways of old a gift is given unto us in return.
(Carrion)
We will drink deep of the Cup of Inspiration. May

the blessings of health, wealth and wisdom be ours.

Ancestors, give us the waters!
(Maggie the Baker)

All: Ancestors, give us the waters!
(Carrion)
We gather with you between Earth and Sky. We are proud to call ourselves your people.
(Maggie the Baker)

Once again, Ancestors, give us the waters!

All: Ancestors, give us the waters!
(Carrion)
We have brought our offerings. We have made our sacrifice.

(Maggie the Baker)

One last time, Ancestors, give us the waters!

All: Ancestors, give us the waters!

The pitchers are lifted saluting the fire, well and tree.
Hallowing the Waters
(Carrion) Ancestors  hear and bless us.

Mighty Dead hallow these Waters of Life.

 lifts the pitchers before the participants.
(Carrion) Behold the Waters of Life!
Affirmation of the Blessing

(Maggie the Baker) Now Children of the Earth and Sky, do you wish to receive the blessings of our honored guests? _____________. Then we shall drink deep their blessings! 

As the blessings are passed Carrion will lead the chant, “Through Time and Tide”.  Alicia & Nathan to pass the blessings.
Through time and tide, through waters wide

By blood and bone, by stock and stone

By breath and breeze, by fire that frees
THE WORK “Baby Blessing”
Calling the Norns

(Carrion) 
To those who shape what must be... And determine a newborn’s destiny... Weaving the fates of all mankind.. Recording each life’s span in time...

For that which has happened we call to Urd.. For that which is becoming Verdandi is heard.. To Skuld we seek that which is to be.. We call the Wise Women neath the ancient tree.

Norns, accept our offering! 

An offering of 3 apples is made to the Norns. 

Carrion-intro to the blessing and wisdom of the past, water/fire and anointing with oil. Gift from the past in the form of an omen.

Maggie the Baker-blessing/gift for the present

(Pause)- Enters Maleficent!
Amber- blessing/gift for the future and interceding in the omen of Maleficent if necessary.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Thanking The Beings
(Amber) 
Ancestors, we thank you!
All: Ancestors, we thank you!

(Nathan)

Gods & Goddesses, we thank you!

All: Gods & Goddesses, we thank you!


(Maggie the Weaver)


Nature Spirits, we thank you!
All: Nature Spirits, we thank you!
(Maggie the Weaver)


Beings of Inspiration, we thank you!

All: Beings of Inspiration, we thank you!
Closing The Gates
(Maggie the Baker) Mighty Priest of the Sacred Fire, we thank you for tending our fire and warding the way between the worlds with us.  (A final token is offered) May there be peace between us until we meet once again by the hearth’s fire. 

Fire Priest, we thank you! 

All: Fire Priest, we thank you! 
Ancient Priest of the Sacred Fire, we now ask that you aid us in closing the gates, warding the way between the worlds once more. 

Let the fire burning towards the heavens once more become, but 

flames. 
Let the well whose depths reach the Underworld once more 

Become, but water. 
Let the tree, pathway between Earth & Sky, become, but wood. 

By the land before us!
By the seas about us!
By the sky above us!
Let the Gates be closed! 

All: Let the Gates be closed! 
Thanking The Earth Mother And Sky Father
(Jaeme)

Great Mother of this Land and Father of the Clear Sky, may you continue to bring new life to this world (a final is offered) May there be peace between us until we meet once again by the hearth’s fire. 

Earth Mother and Sky Father, we thank you!

All: Earth Mother and Sky Father, we thank you!

(Carrion)
We now return all that has gone unused to the Earth and the Sky, may they continue to support, surround and sustain us. All offerings that remain are burnt in the fire or scattered upon the Earth.
Statement of Ending

(Nathan)
Nathan leads the company to ground themselves prior to the end of the ritual and to remember the blessings they have received. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Unmerging, Regrounding & Recentering: Meditation
Once more take a few deep cleansing breaths as we reaffirm our center (pause 4 count).  We stand together at the center of all worlds, upon the land, beneath the sky, surrounded by the sea.  We span the worlds, connecting earth and sky and the Kindred as one (pause 4 count).
Remember that below us flows the primal waters filled with the potential of all life.  It is these waters that surge through your very being. (pause 8 count)
Remember that above us burns the primal fires filled with the spark of all life. It is these powers that have illuminated the waters that surge through you. (pause 8 count) The primal powers of fire and water unite within us bringing new life and balance to our beings.  Our hearts beat with the very pulse of all worlds (pause 8 count)
Remember that we share these worlds with the Spirits of Nature, with the Ancestors and with the Gods. We are all cradled in the branches of the World Tree. 

Take of the powers that flow within you what you need and release back into the earth and sky all that has gone unused.  Know that the fire and water that flows from us helps to sustains the worlds, the realms and the Kindred as we conclude our worship.  

May all that is be what was, that it may be again!

(Carrion)

Thanking the Norns & Musical Signal- Anvil and Hammer
(Carrion)

All: We will keep the faith until the sky falls upon us and crushes us; until the earth opens and swallows us; until the seas arises and overwhelm us.

Recessional Chant

(Carrion) Once more may we now raise our voices in song as we leave our Nemeton.  Carrion will lead the procession holding the new year candles and the candles will be taken to continue to burn in the feasting hall.
It’s The Blood of the Ancients

That Runs Through Our Veins

And The Forms Pass

But The Circle of Life Remains

by Ellen Klaver & Charlie Murphy
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